For instance, we are concerned about how the phenomenon of medical apartheid might manifest itself in
the practice of assisted suicide. While we realize that these fears are not born out in the Oregon statistics, we
also note the state’s lack of racial diversity, and we are concerned that Oregon’s racial demographics make its
statistics an inadequate indication of whether assisted suicide would exacerbate medical discrimination in other
states.

Indeed, we note that Kevorkian’s youngest victim, Roosevelt Dawson, was a disabled, African-
American male who died in 1998, at age 21. Like Christopher Reeve, he had recently become a quadriplegic,
but he did not have Reeve’s access to economic privilege. In comparing media coverage of the two cases,
Rosemarie Garland Thompson noted, “What makes life untenable for Dawson and life preferable for Reeve, 1
argue, is that the narrative emerging from Dawson’s life imagined him as incurable, but Reeve, including his
extensive support system and positive media image-focuses a great deal of cultural, economic and racial capital
on creating an optimistic narrative of cure (Garland-Thompson, 778).” In validating suicide, society always uses
discriminatory standards.

People in oppressed identity groups frequently lack access to healthcare, including pain control. Some
individuals, such as those in the foster care system, do not have families to stand by them in the face of a serious
illness. The same applies to those who have been abandoned by their families following the disclosure of sexual
preference and identity. If such an individual were to become seriously ill, he, ze or she would inevitably end
up navigating their choices through a labyrinth of state bureaucracy, fiscal want, and social isolation. If doctors
put a DNR on their charts without asking them, there would be no hovering loved ones to notice and inquire
about their true wishes. Because such individuals are not socially conditioned to expect or demand equality,
they would be less likely to know about all of the treatment options available to them. This compounds the
universal problem of inaccurate diagnoses that have that potential to cut patient lives’ short by months, years, ot
even decades.

Even if they did have this information, their choices would be constrained by whatever resources that the
state is willing to put into their care. Their situations would be paraltel to that of Oregon woman Barbara
Wagner. They would be offered limited choices for treatment, one of which would be assisted suicide. Unlike
people with a more stable background, they would not have the financial, familial or personal resources to
“own,” their bodies completely. Unlike the people whose stories are being used to push this bill, their bodies
would always be partially owned by the state. Hence, any ostensive "choice" for assisted suicide on their part
would be made in the context of their social subjugation.

We urge you to pass strong legislation mandating that medical schools provide rigorous training in pain
management and social justice in the medical sphere. We urge you to pass legistation that advances LGBT
employment and marriage rights, climinates Section 14(c) of the Fair Employment Standards Act, legalizes the
proposed Community Choice Act, requires medical schools fo train their students in advanced pain control
techniques, implements harsh penalties for police brutality, abolish the death penalty, raise special education
standards and promote economic equality for all citizens. Please do not exacerbate these inequalities by passing
legislation that our discriminatory society is not equipped or willing to oversee.

Sincerely,
Meghan Schrader, Affiliate Faculty, Women Studies Department, University of New Hampshire (b. 1982)

Author; “The Sound of Disability: Music, The Obsessive Avenger and Eugenics in America,” published by
Oxford University Press in Anxiety Muted: American Film Music in a Suburban Age (2014)%*

Special Education Surrogate Parent (advocate for disabled students in foster care).

meghanschrader(@hotmail.com, 978-697-5991
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Joseph A Stramondo, Assistant Teaching Professor, Health Administration Department, Drexel
University, PhD, MA, Drexel University; (b. 1982)

Author, "Disabling Bioethics: The Case for a Disability Moral Psychology and Epistemology for Bioethics
(dissertation)

“How the Ideology of Pity is a Social Harm to People with Disabilities” Social Philosophy Today (2010)

Involved with ADAPT and Little People of America
stramond@msu.edu

Harold Braswell, PH.D, St. Louis University (b. 1981)

Author, “Can there be Disability Studies Theory of End of Life Autonomy?” http;//dsq-
sds,orp/article/view/1704/1754 **
“My Two Moms: Disability, Queer Kinship and Maternal Subjectivity”
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braswelths@slu.edu

Bethany Stevens, Ph.DD, Faculty at Georgia State University, Institute of Public Health (b. 1980)
Author, Interrogating Transability: A Catalyst to View Disability as Body Art
http://dsq-sds.org/article/view/1705

bethany.stevens@gmail.com

Lydia Brown, President, Washington Metro Disabled Students Collective; member, Massachusctts
Developmental Disabilities Council

Alyson Patsavas, MS University of Illinois at Chicago ( b. 1982)
Author, “Reovering a Cripistemology of Pain: Leaking Bodies, Connective Tissue, and Feeling Discourse” **
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Nick Holzthum, Co-founder of All Equal inc., Undergraduate, at Syracuse University; (b. 1991)
Anthony Tusler, former Society of Disability Studies board member
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Bella Robertson, Director of the Rhode Island chapter of COYOTE, Sex Workers Human Rights Activist
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Rosemarie Garland Thompson, “The Cuitural Logic of Euthanasia: "Sad Fancyings" in Herman Melville's
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that issue
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